
What Are Your Long-Term Career Goals? 

As a criminology student, my long-term career goals are to contribute to the field of 

criminology through research, teaching, and policy development. Specifically, I aim to become a 

respected scholar in the field, with a focus on conducting high-quality research that can inform 

policy and practice, as well as educating and inspiring the next generation of criminologists. 

To achieve these goals, I plan to pursue a PhD in criminology, which will provide me 

with the skills and knowledge necessary to become a successful researcher and scholar. During 

my PhD studies, I will focus on developing my research skills, including advanced quantitative 

and qualitative research methods, as well as theoretical and conceptual frameworks that are 

relevant to the field of criminology. 

Following the completion of my PhD, my first goal is to secure a tenure-track position at 

a top research university, where I can continue to pursue my research interests and engage in 

teaching and mentoring activities. In this position, I hope to contribute to the field of criminology 

through innovative research projects that have the potential to make a meaningful impact on 

policy and practice. 

One area of research that I am particularly interested in is the relationship between crime 

and social inequality. I believe that this is an important area of research, as it has implications for 

understanding the root causes of crime and for developing effective crime prevention strategies. 

Specifically, I am interested in exploring the ways in which social inequality, including income 

inequality, racial and gender disparities, and disparities in access to education and healthcare, can 

contribute to crime and victimization. 

 



Another area of research that I am interested in is the effectiveness of different types of 

interventions for reducing crime and recidivism. Specifically, I am interested in exploring the 

effectiveness of programs that focus on rehabilitation, such as cognitive-behavioral therapy and 

restorative justice, as well as programs that focus on deterrence, such as community policing and 

drug courts. 

In addition to pursuing research, I am also interested in teaching and mentoring students. 

As a criminology professor, I hope to inspire and motivate students to engage in critical thinking 

and to develop a passion for understanding the causes and consequences of crime. Specifically, I 

hope to teach courses that are relevant to my research interests, such as courses on crime and 

social inequality, and courses on the effectiveness of different types of crime prevention 

interventions. 

Finally, I am also interested in contributing to the development of policies and practices 

that can reduce crime and improve the criminal justice system. Specifically, I hope to work with 

policymakers and practitioners to develop evidence-based policies and practices that are 

grounded in research and that can make a meaningful impact on reducing crime and recidivism 

rates. 

In conclusion, my long-term career goals as a criminology student are to become a 

respected scholar in the field, with a focus on conducting high-quality research that can inform 

policy and practice, as well as educating and inspiring the next generation of criminologists. I 

plan to achieve these goals through pursuing a PhD in criminology, engaging in innovative 

research projects, teaching and mentoring students, and contributing to the development of 

evidence-based policies and practices. Through these activities, I hope to make a meaningful 

impact on the field of criminology and to contribute to the reduction of crime and victimization. 


