
Analytical Essay Example College 

 

The ever-growing debate of whether college should be free or not has divided opinions amongst 

the public. On one hand, supporters of free tuition argue that higher education should be 

affordable and accessible to all, while opponents argue that the cost of college already reflects its 

value. This essay will analyze both sides of the argument in order to determine what route should 

be taken when it comes to college affordability. 

 

Supporters of free tuition argue that higher education is necessary for individuals to reach their 

full potential and succeed in life. They emphasize that higher education is a cornerstone for 

success in today’s society and cite data from various studies showing how those with college 

degrees are more likely to land high-paying jobs than those without. Moreover, they contend that 

access to higher education increases upward mobility within marginalized communities that may 

experience limited economic resources and opportunities. By making college free, these 

advocates suggest that a greater number of citizens would have access to opportunities for 

advancement and personal growth which could help create a more equitable society.  

 

On the other hand, detractors of free college tuition disagree with the idea that taxpayers should 

pay for individuals' educational expenses and instead point out that students should assume 

responsibility for financing their own degree programs. These opponents state that free tuition 

would only lead to increasing in taxes which would put an additional burden on citizens who do 

not pursue college degrees or even those who are already paying off student loans. They support 

this argument by citing statistics showing how government spending on higher education has 

risen significantly over the last decade but graduation rates remain stagnant, leading them to 

believe this money is not being used effectively and serves as a disincentive for students wanting 

to complete their studies. 

 

Ultimately, there are merits on both sides when it comes to debating whether or not college 

should be made available at no cost—each has compelling reasons why their policy proposal is 

superior to the other side's stance. However, upon closer examination, it appears there are more 



pros than cons for making higher education accessible through free tuition initiatives since these 

policies have been proven time and time again across various countries such as Germany or 

Finland where they have seen an increase in enrollment rates from traditionally underserved 

groups along with improved graduation rates at universities thanks to greater investment in 

research and teaching staffs. It can therefore be concluded that although some may argue against 

it, providing access to free tuition might still be worth pursuing due to both its positive effects on 

academic performance as well as its potential impact on creating greater levels of equality 

between different classes within society today.  

 

 

 


