
What is APA Analytical Essay? 

An APA analytical essay is a type of essay writing that focuses on examining and analyzing a 

particular piece of work, typically from an academic or literary perspective. This type of essay 

requires critical thinking and the ability to interpret evidence objectively. The goal of an 

analytical essay is not just to summarize information but to evaluate it in order to draw 

conclusions and form an argument.  

In order to write an effective analytical essay in APA, it is important to understand how the core 

elements of the style guide affect the structure and content of the paper. For example, when 

citing research sources, APA requires authors to use parenthetical citations: each time they 

reference outside material, they must include both a brief citation (in parentheses) as well as 

the full citation in the reference list at the end of the paper. This encourages writers to use 

research to support their arguments and provides readers with easy access to additional 

information.  

Additionally, APA requires authors to pay attention to word choice, sentence structure, and 

format. Every paper must include a title page, abstract (which summarizes the main points of 

the paper), introduction, body, conclusion, and reference list. The body paragraphs should be 

organized logically and flow naturally from one point to another. Writers should also use active 

rather than passive language whenever possible and strive for clarity by avoiding jargon or 

overly complex language.  



Remember: APA analytical essays should adhere to standard conventions such as using 12-point 

font size and double spacing throughout the paper. By following these guidelines, writers can 

ensure that their papers are clear, concise, and easy to read.  

Thus, an APA analytical essay is a type of essay writing that focuses on examining and analyzing 

a particular piece of work, typically from an academic or literary perspective. This type of essay 

requires critical thinking and the ability to interpret evidence objectively. The goal of an 

analytical essay is not just to summarize information but to evaluate it in order to draw 

conclusions and form an argument. 

 


