
 

What Makes Us Human? 

Anthropology is the study of human beings and their origins, including the cultural, social, and biological 

aspects of human life. One of the most fundamental questions that anthropologists seek to answer is: 

what makes us human? 

 

The concept of what makes us human is complex and multifaceted, and there is no one definitive 

answer. However, there are a few key characteristics that set humans apart from other animals, such as 

the ability to use language, the development of complex social structures, and the capacity for abstract 

thinking and creativity. 

 

One of the key factors that make us human is our ability to use language. While other animals 

communicate with each other, human language is unique in its complexity, abstractness, and versatility. 

Humans can use language to express thoughts and ideas, to convey emotions, and to communicate 

across time and space. Language has enabled humans to build complex societies and cultures, to pass on 

knowledge and traditions from generation to generation, and to create art, literature, and music. 

 

Another aspect that sets us apart from other animals is the development of complex social structures. 

Humans have evolved to live in large groups, and our societies are characterized by a complex system of 

social relationships and hierarchies. We have developed norms, values, and institutions that help us to 

coordinate and cooperate with one another, and to navigate the challenges of living in a complex social 

world. 

 

Finally, humans have an incredible capacity for abstract thinking and creativity. We can imagine new 

worlds, solve complex problems, and create works of art and technology that are far beyond what any 

other animal can accomplish. Our ability to think abstractly and creatively has allowed us to develop new 

technologies, to explore the mysteries of the universe, and to make sense of our place in the world. 

 

In conclusion, what makes us human is a combination of our biological, social, and cultural 

characteristics. Our ability to use language, to develop complex social structures, and to think abstractly 

and creatively sets us apart from other animals and has enabled us to thrive as a species. By 

understanding what makes us human, we can gain a deeper appreciation for our place in the world and 

the unique qualities that make us who we are. 


