
Essay About Architecture As Art 

 

Architecture is often regarded as a practical, functional discipline concerned with the 

design of buildings, structures, and spaces. However, it is also an art form that has the potential 

to evoke emotions, inspire ideas, and express cultural values. This essay explores the notion of 

architecture as art, examining how it has been defined and debated throughout history, and the 

ways in which architects have employed artistic elements to create buildings that transcend mere 

function. 

The definition of architecture as art has been a subject of debate for centuries. In ancient Greece, 

the term "techne" was used to describe both art and craft, blurring the boundaries between the 

two. During the Renaissance, architecture was elevated to the status of a fine art, alongside 

painting and sculpture, and architects were expected to have a deep understanding of classical 

theory and aesthetics. However, in the modern era, architecture has often been viewed as a 

purely functional discipline, with little room for artistic expression. 

Despite these debates, many architects throughout history have approached their work as a form 

of art. Frank Lloyd Wright, one of the most celebrated architects of the 20th century, believed 

that "architecture is the triumph of human imagination over materials, methods, and men, to put 

man into possession of his own earth." Wright saw architecture as an art form that could shape 

the human experience, creating spaces that were both functional and beautiful. His designs, such 

as Fallingwater and the Guggenheim Museum, demonstrate his commitment to creating 

structures that integrated seamlessly into their natural surroundings, while also expressing his 

unique vision of modern architecture. 



 

Another architect who saw his work as an art form was Le Corbusier, a Swiss-French designer 

whose modernist buildings revolutionized the field of architecture. Le Corbusier believed that 

"architecture is the masterly, correct and magnificent play of volumes brought together in light," 

emphasizing the importance of spatial relationships and the interplay of light and shadow in his 

designs. His iconic buildings, such as the Villa Savoye and the Unité d'Habitation, are 

characterized by their clean lines, geometric forms, and innovative use of materials. 

Contemporary architects continue to push the boundaries of what can be considered art in 

architecture. One such architect is Zaha Hadid, a British-Iraqi designer who was known for her 

visionary and highly experimental approach to architecture. Hadid's buildings, such as the 

Guangzhou Opera House and the Heydar Aliyev Center, are characterized by their fluid, organic 

forms, which challenge traditional notions of geometry and space. Hadid saw architecture as a 

means of creating a "dynamic, fluid space that evolves with the life within it," using technology 

and innovation to create buildings that were both functional and visually stunning. 

In addition to these individual architects, there are also movements within architecture that have 

sought to elevate it to the status of an art form. One such movement is the Deconstructivist 

movement, which emerged in the 1980s and sought to challenge traditional notions of form and 

function. Deconstructivist architects, such as Frank Gehry and Daniel Libeskind, sought to break 

down conventional ideas of space and geometry, creating buildings that were highly expressive 

and often fragmented. The Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, designed by Gehry, is a prime example 

of Deconstructivist architecture, with its sweeping, curvilinear forms and shimmering titanium 

façade. 



While some may argue that architecture is purely functional and cannot be considered art, there 

is ample evidence to suggest otherwise. From the ancient Greeks to the contemporary 

Deconstructivists, architects have approached their work as a means of expressing cultural 

values, evoking emotions, and inspiring ideas. Architecture has the power to shape the way we 

experience the world around us, creating spaces that are not just functional, but also beautiful 

and meaningful. 

In conclusion, architecture can be seen as an art form that has the potential to transcend its 

practical function and create meaningful experiences for people. The debate over whether 

architecture is art or not has persisted throughout history, but many architects have demonstrated 

through their work that it is indeed possible to create buildings that are both functional and 

artistic. Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier, Zaha Hadid, and the Deconstructivists are just a few 

examples of architects who have challenged traditional notions of form and function, using 

architecture as a means of artistic expression. 

As architecture continues to evolve, it is important to recognize its potential as an art form and to 

embrace the creative possibilities it offers. By doing so, we can create buildings and spaces that 

not only meet our practical needs but also enrich our lives in unexpected ways. Whether it is 

through the interplay of light and shadow, the use of innovative materials, or the creation of 

fluid, organic forms, architecture has the power to inspire us, challenge us, and connect us to the 

world around us. 


