Architecture As A Profession

Architecture is a profession that deals with the design, planning, and construction of buildings
and other physical structures. The field requires a blend of artistic and technical skills, as
architects are responsible for creating structures that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also
safe, functional, and sustainable. This essay will explore the history of architecture, the education
and training required to become an architect, the role of architects in society, and the future of

the profession.

The history of architecture dates back thousands of years, with evidence of early architectural
designs found in ancient civilizations such as Egypt, Greece, and Rome. In these cultures,
architecture played a crucial role in the development of cities, religious structures, and public
buildings. The Middle Ages saw the emergence of Gothic architecture, with its intricate designs
and emphasis on height and light. The Renaissance period marked a shift towards more classical

styles, with architects drawing inspiration from ancient Roman and Greek architecture.

In the modern era, architecture has undergone significant changes, with new materials and
technologies allowing for more creative and innovative designs. Modernist architects such as Le
Corbusier and Frank Lloyd Wright challenged traditional styles and created buildings that were
functional, efficient, and minimalist. Post-modernism saw a return to historical styles, with

architects blending elements of different eras to create unique and eclectic designs.



To become an architect, one must complete a rigorous education and training program. In the
United States, this typically involves earning a professional degree in architecture from an
accredited university, followed by completing a period of internship or apprenticeship. The
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) sets the standards for licensure
in the field, which involves passing a series of exams that test knowledge of building codes,

construction materials, and design principles.

The education and training required to become an architect can be challenging, but it is necessary
to ensure that professionals in the field are equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge to
create safe and functional buildings. Architects must also stay up to date with new technologies

and materials to ensure that their designs are sustainable and environmentally friendly.

The role of architects in society is significant, as they are responsible for creating the built
environment in which we live, work, and play. Architects must balance the needs of their clients
with the needs of the community and the environment, creating structures that are both
functional and aesthetically pleasing. They must also consider the impact of their designs on the
surrounding area, taking into account issues such as traffic flow, pedestrian access, and

environmental sustainability.

Architects also play a crucial role in preserving historical structures and landmarks. The
restoration of old buildings requires a delicate balance between preserving the historical integrity
of the structure while also ensuring that it meets modern safety and accessibility standards.
Architects must have a deep understanding of the history and cultural significance of the
structure they are working on, as well as knowledge of the materials and techniques used in its

construction.



In recent years, there has been a growing focus on sustainable design in the field of architecture.
As concerns about climate change and resource depletion have increased, architects have been
called upon to create buildings that are energy-efficient, environmentally friendly, and socially
responsible. This has led to the development of new materials and technologies, such as green
roofs, solar panels, and rainwater harvesting systems, which allow buildings to generate their

energy and reduce their impact on the environment.

The future of architecture is likely to be shaped by new technologies and changing societal
priorities. As artificial intelligence and automation become more prevalent, architects may be
able to use these tools to streamline the design and construction process. Virtual and augmented
reality technologies may also allow architects to create more immersive and interactive designs,

giving clients a better sense of what their building will look like before construction begins.

Sustainability is likely to remain a significant focus of the field, with architects exploring new
ways to reduce the carbon footprint of buildings and make them more environmentally friendly.
One trend that has emerged in recent years is the concept of biophilic design, which involves
incorporating natural elements such as plants, sunlight, and water into the design of buildings.
This approach has been shown to have numerous benefits, including improved air quality,

increased productivity, and reduced stress levels.

In addition to technological and societal changes, the field of architecture is also likely to be
impacted by demographic shifts. As the population ages, architects will be called upon to design
buildings that are accessible and age-friendly. This may involve incorporating features such as

ramps, wider doorways, and grab bars into the design of buildings.



In conclusion, architecture is a fascinating and complex profession that plays a vital role in
shaping the built environment in which we live. To become an architect, one must complete a
rigorous education and training program that emphasizes both artistic and technical skills.
Architects are responsible for creating structures that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also
safe, functional, and sustainable. They must balance the needs of their clients with the needs of
the community and the environment, creating buildings that are both practical and
environmentally responsible. As the field of architecture continues to evolve, it is likely to be
shaped by new technologies, changing societal priorities, and demographic shifts, but the core
principles of the profession — creativity, innovation, and a commitment to excellence — will

remain constant.



Works Cited

"Architect." Merriam-Webster.com, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/architect. Accessed 3 May 2023.

Borden, Gail Peter, and Michael Meredith. "Architecture." Encyclopadia Britannica,
Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc., 4 Nov. 2022, https://www.britannica.com/topic/architecture.

Accessed 3 May 2023.

"Education.” National Council of Architectural Registration Boards, 2023,

https://www.ncarb.org/education. Accessed 3 May 2023.

"Green Building." U.S. Green Building Council, 2023, https://www.usgbc.org/topics/green-

building. Accessed 3 May 2023.

Kellert, Stephen R. "Biophilic Design." The Biophilia Hypothesis, edited by Stephen R. Kellert

and Edward O. Wilson, Island Press, 1995, pp. 431-440.

"Practice.” National Council of Architectural Registration Boards, 2023,

https://www.ncarb.org/practice. Accessed 3 May 2023.



