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 Cornell University, established in 1865, is a private Ivy League research institution 

located in Ithaca, New York. The university is renowned for its excellence in various fields of 

study, including architecture. Cornell's architecture program is widely regarded as one of the 

most prestigious in the world, attracting students and faculty from all over the globe. The 

program's alumni and faculty have left an indelible mark on the architecture world, with many of 

them recognized as pioneers in their respective fields. This essay will examine the legacy of 

Cornell architecture by exploring examples of renowned alumni and influential faculty. 

One of the most notable alumni of Cornell's architecture program is Richard Meier. Meier 

graduated from Cornell in 1957 with a Bachelor of Architecture degree. He went on to establish 

his architectural firm, Richard Meier & Partners, which has designed some of the world's most 

iconic buildings, including the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the High Museum of Art in 

Atlanta. Meier's architecture is characterized by its use of white, geometric forms and a focus on 

natural light. His designs are often described as modernist and minimalist, with an emphasis on 

simplicity and elegance. 

Another Cornell architecture alumnus is Thom Mayne. Mayne graduated from Cornell in 1968 

with a Bachelor of Architecture degree. He went on to establish the architectural firm Morphosis, 

which has designed buildings all over the world, including the Perot Museum of Nature and 

Science in Dallas and the San Francisco Federal Building. Mayne's architecture is characterized 

by its use of complex geometries and a focus on sustainability. His designs are often described as 

avant-garde and futuristic, with an emphasis on innovation and experimentation. 



Cornell's architecture program has also produced influential faculty members. One such faculty 

member is Colin Rowe, who joined the program in 1962 and taught there until 1976. Rowe was a 

British-born architectural historian and critic who was known for his advocacy of the modernist 

movement in architecture. He believed that modernism represented a break from the past and a 

new way of thinking about architecture. Rowe's influence can be seen in the work of many 

architects who came after him, including Richard Meier and Thom Mayne. 

Another influential faculty member at Cornell's architecture program is Peter Eisenman, who 

joined the program in 1967 and taught there until 2001. Eisenman is an American architect and 

theorist who is known for his work in deconstructivism. His designs are characterized by their 

use of fragmented forms and an emphasis on the process of design. Eisenman's influence can be 

seen in the work of many architects who came after him, including Zaha Hadid and Rem 

Koolhaas. 

Cornell's architecture program has also produced notable female architects. One such architect is 

Marion Mahony Griffin, who graduated from Cornell in 1894 with a Bachelor of Architecture 

degree. Griffin was one of the first female architects in the United States and was known for her 

work with her husband, Walter Burley Griffin. Together, they designed many iconic buildings, 

including the capital city of Australia, Canberra. Griffin's influence can be seen in the work of 

many female architects who came after her, including Denise Scott Brown and Zaha Hadid. 

Another female architect who graduated from Cornell's architecture program is Maya Lin. Lin 

graduated from Cornell in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in architecture. She is best known 

for her design of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Lin's architecture is 

characterized by its use of simple forms and an emphasis on the relationship between 



architecture and the environment. Her influence can be seen in the work of many female 

architects who came after her, including Kazuyo Sejima and Jeanne Gang. 

In conclusion, Cornell's architecture program has produced many notable alumni and influential 

faculty members who have left an indelible mark on the architecture world. Richard Meier and 

Thom Mayne are two of the most notable alumni of the program, known for their innovative and 

modernist designs. Colin Rowe and Peter Eisenman are two of the most influential faculty 

members, known for their contributions to architectural theory and history. Marion Mahony 

Griffin and Maya Lin are two notable female architects who graduated from the program and 

have made significant contributions to the field. 

The legacy of Cornell architecture extends beyond the success of its alumni and faculty 

members. The program's curriculum and approach to architectural education have influenced 

many other architecture programs around the world. Cornell's emphasis on research, innovation, 

and experimentation has helped to shape the way architects think about their work and the role of 

architecture in society. 

As Cornell's architecture program continues to evolve, it will undoubtedly produce many more 

influential architects who will shape the future of the field. The program's commitment to 

excellence and innovation ensures that it will remain at the forefront of architectural education 

and research for many years to come. 


