
Persuasive essay about gun control 
 

Gun control is not only a contentious issue in the United States, but also around the world. It touches on 

questions of rights and freedoms that affect us all. In particular, this debate focuses on how much 

regulation should be placed on firearms within a society. Those in favor of gun control argue that certain 

restrictions will help reduce crime, whereas opponents maintain that controls breach our right to bear 

arms as provided for by the Second Amendment of the U.S Constitution.  

 

Gun-related violence has been steadily rising over the past two decades in many countries, including the 

United States where people are more likely to die from guns than any other type of weapon. The 

statistics are staggering; according to data released by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC), in 2017, 40,000 Americans died by gun-related violence. It is also estimated that around 11,000 

homicides were committed with a gun each year between 2014 and 2016.  

 

The increasing prevalence of firearms has spurred governments to take action; many countries have 

introduced various forms of gun control legislation. These include mandatory background checks for 

prospective purchasers, the banning of certain weapons such as assault rifles and high-capacity 

magazines, and restrictions on who can own guns (for example prohibiting certain categories of people 

from owning firearms). The rationale behind such policies is to reduce the number of mass shootings or 

other violent crimes which are often carried out using firearms.  

 

However, opponents argue that these measures do not address the root cause of gun violence, which is 

often the result of poverty and other social issues. They argue that measures such as increased police 

presence or better mental health services are more effective at reducing gun crime than gun control 

legislation. In addition, opponents of gun control point to the Second Amendment of the Constitution 

which guarantees citizens’ right to bear arms; they view any form of restriction on firearms as a breach 

of these rights.  

 

Ultimately, it is clear that both sides make strong arguments in favour of their position. However, with 

the number of gun-related deaths continuing to rise each year, it seems prudent for governments to 

take action and introduce legislation which could potentially help reduce this tragic loss of life.  

 

We must also consider what kind of regulations will be most effective in curbing gun violence. It is clear 

that a one-size-fits-all approach is not the answer, and different policies may have varying levels of 

success depending on the particular context. For example, certain measures such as enhanced 

background checks might be more successful in preventing crimes committed by individuals with mental 

health issues than those intended to target gang activity or armed robbery.  



 

 

 

Ultimately it is up to each society to decide what action they should take regarding gun control; 

however, we must all recognize the consequences that come with our decisions and strive for a solution 

which best serves the safety and security of our citizens. 


