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Topic: Should high schools require community service for graduation? 

I. Introduction 

 Hook: Over 800,000 students in the US graduate each year without having 

spent a single hour volunteering in their community, not by choice, but 

because their schools never asked them to. 

 Background: A number of states currently require community service hours for 

a diploma. Many do not. The debate is whether this requirement benefits 

students or burdens them. 

 Thesis: High schools should require community service for graduation 

because it builds civic responsibility, develops real-world skills, and benefits 

local communities that rely on youth participation. 

II. Body Paragraph 1 , Civic Responsibility 

 Topic sentence: Students who complete structured community service are 

more likely to vote, volunteer, and participate in civic life as adults. 

 Evidence: A Stanford Social Innovation Review study found that students who 

completed 40+ hours of service were 25% more likely to vote in their first 

eligible election. 

 Analysis: Civic habits form early. A graduation requirement makes service a 

baseline expectation, not an optional activity for already-motivated students. 

III. Body Paragraph 2 , Real-World Skills 

 Topic sentence: Community service develops interpersonal and professional 

skills that classroom instruction alone cannot replicate. 

 Evidence: Collaboration, communication, problem-solving, and adaptability , 

the four skills most frequently cited by employers , are directly exercised in 

service environments. 

 Analysis: A student who has coordinated a food drive, managed a tutoring 

schedule, or organised a community clean-up has exercised project 

management in a real context. 

IV. Body Paragraph 3 , Counterargument and Rebuttal 

 Counterargument: Opponents argue that mandatory service is a contradiction 

, that forced volunteerism is not volunteerism at all, and that it may create 

resentment rather than genuine civic motivation. 

 Rebuttal: The goal of a graduation requirement is not to manufacture internal 

motivation , it is to create exposure. Many students who complete required 

service continue volunteering after graduation precisely because the 

requirement gave them access they would not have sought on their own. 
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V. Conclusion 

 Summary: Required community service develops civic habits, builds practical 

skills, and strengthens communities , all outcomes high schools are already 

tasked with producing. 

 Restate thesis: A diploma should represent not just academic achievement 

but readiness for life in a community. Community service requirements help 

bridge that gap. 

 Closing move: Schools that already require service report no significant 

decline in student satisfaction , and measurable gains in alumni engagement. 

The evidence is there. The question is whether districts are willing to act on it. 

 


