Book Report on 7o Kill a Mockingbird

|. Introduction

Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird (1960/2015) is a classic Americangnovel set in the 1930s in
the fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama. The novel is widely regafded as Southern Gothic
fiction and a coming-of-age story that explores themes of racial injﬁstice, morality, and empathy.
Narrated by Scout Finch, the young daughter of widowed IaV\;yer Atticus Finch, the book
examines the complexities of human behavior, particularl;} the coexistence of good and evil in
society (Lee, 1960/2015). The thesis of this reportis that To Kill a Mockingbird uses Scout’s
perspective, moral lessons, and vivid characters to'teach readers about the importance of justice,

compassion, and understanding.

I1. Plot Summary

The story begins with Scout recalling her childhood, introducing her family—her father Atticus,
her brother Jem, and their housekeeper Calpurnia—and the town of Maycomb. Scout and Jem
are fascinated by their reclusive neighbor, Boo Radley, whose mysterious presence sparks the
children’s curiosity. Early in the story, they learn about the rigid social hierarchy and racial

prejudices of their town (Lee, 1960/2015).



The main conflict centers on Atticus defending Tom Robinson, a Black man falsely accused of
raping Mayella Ewell, a white woman. Despite compelling evidence that proves Tom’s
innocence, the all-white jury convicts him, illustrating the entrenched racism of the community
(Lee, 1960/2015). Parallel to this, Scout and Jem’s understanding of morality and empathy
develops as they confront prejudice firsthand. In a climactic event, Boo Radley emerges as a

protector, saving Scout and Jem from an attack by Bob Ewell, M engeful father. This

resolution allows Scout to grasp the importance of seeing the v%n others’ perspectives
(Lee, 1960/2015). %

Scout Finch is intelligent, curious, and o% ugh her narration, readers experience the

tension between innocence and th%
| thi

importance of empathy and critica em Finch, Scout’s older brother, undergoes

[11. Character Analysis

of Maycomb. Her moral growth illustrates the

emotional growth, strugglin e is sense of justice with the town’s prejudices. Atticus
Finch, the moral center of t el, @mbodies integrity, courage, and wisdom. His defense of

Tom Robinson and les is children demonstrate the novel’s emphasis on standing up for

what is right, even again ressures (Lee, 1960/2015). Boo Radley serves as a symbol

of misunderstood goodness, showing that outward appearances often conceal true character.

IV. Themes



A central theme is racial injustice, exemplified by Tom Robinson’s trial and conviction,
highlighting systemic prejudice in society. Another theme is empathy and moral growth;
Atticus repeatedly urges Scout to “climb into another person’s skin and walk around in it” (Lee,
1960/2015, p. 39), which she applies in her encounters with Boo Radley and others. The loss of
innocence is also prominent, as Scout and Jem confront cruelty and injustice for the first time,

learning that people are often more complex than they appear. Th es emphasize the need

for understanding, justice, and personal responsibility. %
V. Analysis %

Harper Lee’s writing style is clear, evocative, ccessible, allowing readers to understand

complex social issues through a child’s p tive. novel skillfully uses symbolism, such as

the mockingbird representing inno N lessness, to reinforce moral lessons (Lee,
1960/2015, p. 90). Strengths of th;\de its memorable characters, moral depth, and
social critique. A minor we %me secondary characters are portrayed simplistically,
yet this serves to highlight t ader societal issues the novel addresses.

iy

V1. Personal Response

Reading To Kill a Mockingbird was a powerful experience. | appreciated the way the novel

combined a compelling narrative with important social messages. The courage of Atticus Finch



and the growth of Scout and Jem inspired reflection on fairness and empathy. The story is both
moving and educational, making it an essential read for understanding historical and
contemporary issues of prejudice and morality. | especially valued the portrayal of moral courage

and the lesson that standing up for justice is both necessary and challenging.
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In conclusion, To Kill a Mockingbird is a profound pl%fjustice, morality, and human

VI11. Conclusion

behavior. Through Scout’s perspective, compelling terss and enduring themes, Harper Lee

illustrates the importance of empathy, integrity, ical thinking. The novel remains relevant
because it challenges readers to confront prej nd strive for a more just society. Its timeless
lessons and rich narrative make it a classi% literature.
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