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Biography Book Report on Steve Jobs 

I. Introduction 

Steve Jobs, written by Walter Isaacson and published in 2011, is a biography that chronicles the 

life of Steve Jobs, the co-founder of Apple Inc. This biography belongs to the genre of non-

fiction and focuses on technology, business, and personal achievement. The book explores Jobs’ 

extraordinary creativity, leadership, and vision, as well as his personal flaws. The main themes 

include innovation, perseverance, ambition, and the complex nature of genius. Isaacson 

conducted over forty interviews with Jobs and hundreds with family, friends, and colleagues, 

giving readers a detailed and intimate portrait of one of the most influential figures of the modern 

world. 

 

II. Summary 

The biography begins with Steve Jobs’ early life. Born in 1955 and adopted by Paul and Clara 

Jobs, Steve grew up in Silicon Valley during a time of technological change. He was a curious 

and intelligent child, fascinated by electronics and mechanics. Jobs’ teenage years showed both 

his creativity and his rebellious personality. He experimented with electronics, pranks, and 

unconventional ideas, often clashing with authority figures. 



2 
 

Jobs attended Reed College briefly before dropping out, pursuing alternative ways of learning 

and exploring his interests, such as calligraphy, which later influenced Apple’s design aesthetics. 

In 1976, Jobs, along with his friend Steve Wozniak, co-founded Apple in his parents’ garage. 

Their first computers revolutionized the personal computer industry. Despite early successes, 

Jobs’ perfectionism and difficult personality led to conflicts with Apple’s board, and he was 

eventually forced out of the company in 1985. 

After leaving Apple, Jobs founded NeXT, a computer company focused on high-end computers, 

and purchased Pixar, which became a major success in animated films. His time away from 

Apple allowed him to grow as a leader and innovator. In 1997, Apple acquired NeXT, bringing 

Jobs back to the company. He led Apple to produce revolutionary products like the iMac, iPod, 

iPhone, and iPad, transforming the technology industry and creating a global brand recognized 

for innovation and design. 

Jobs’ personal life is also explored. He had a complicated relationship with his family and 

colleagues and struggled with communication and emotional expression. In 2004, he was 

diagnosed with a rare form of pancreatic cancer. Jobs continued working despite his illness, 

passing away in 2011. His life story demonstrates both the brilliance and the challenges of his 

personality, revealing a man who was simultaneously inspiring and difficult. 

 

III. Analysis and Evaluation 
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Isaacson’s writing style is clear, detailed, and accessible. He balances storytelling with factual 

information, making complex business and technical concepts understandable to general readers. 

One strength of the book is its honesty—Isaacson does not shy away from Jobs’ flaws, including 

his temper, stubbornness, and sometimes harsh treatment of others. 

The book is well-organized, following Jobs’ life chronologically while weaving in themes of 

creativity, leadership, and perseverance. Isaacson uses interviews and personal accounts 

effectively, creating an intimate portrait of Jobs. The biography highlights Jobs’ visionary 

thinking, his eye for design, and his ability to inspire others, while also showing how his 

personal challenges affected relationships. 

A minor limitation is that some parts of the book focus heavily on business and technology, 

which may be less engaging for readers more interested in personal stories. However, these 

details are important in understanding the full impact of Jobs’ life on technology and culture. 

 

IV. Themes and Messages 

One central theme of the book is innovation and creativity. Jobs’ life demonstrates the 

importance of thinking differently and striving to create products that change the world. 

Another theme is perseverance and resilience. Despite failures and setbacks, including being 

ousted from Apple, Jobs never gave up on his vision. 
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The biography also explores complexity of human character. Jobs was inspiring, brilliant, and 

ambitious, yet also sometimes difficult, impatient, and controlling. This theme shows that 

personal flaws do not prevent achievement, but self-awareness and growth are crucial. 

Finally, the book highlights the impact of vision and leadership. Jobs’ ability to inspire and 

push teams to achieve excellence emphasizes the importance of leadership in achieving success 

and innovation. 

 

V. Character Analysis 

Steve Jobs is the central figure, depicted as a visionary and innovator who revolutionized 

technology and design. He was intelligent, creative, ambitious, and sometimes abrasive, 

demonstrating how personal flaws can coexist with extraordinary talent. 

Steve Wozniak, co-founder of Apple, represents technical brilliance and collaboration. He 

balanced Jobs’ intensity with humor and humility, showing how teamwork can complement 

individual genius. 

Laurene Powell Jobs, Steve’s wife, demonstrates patience, support, and grounding influence, 

helping Jobs navigate personal and professional challenges. 

Other colleagues and employees, including Tim Cook, highlight how Jobs’ leadership style 

inspired innovation while also causing tension. 
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VI. Personal Reflection 

I found Steve Jobs inspiring because it shows how determination, creativity, and vision can 

transform ideas into reality. Jobs’ ability to see opportunities others missed and his commitment 

to excellence are remarkable. At the same time, the book made me reflect on the importance of 

empathy, communication, and balance, as Jobs’ personal flaws often caused difficulties in 

relationships. The biography encourages readers to pursue their passions, embrace challenges, 

and understand the complexity of people, especially those with exceptional talent. 

 

VII. Conclusion 

In conclusion, Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson is an engaging and insightful biography that 

provides a complete picture of one of the most influential innovators of our time. Through 

detailed storytelling, careful research, and honest portrayal, the book explores Jobs’ brilliance, 

struggles, and legacy. It teaches valuable lessons about creativity, perseverance, leadership, and 

the human complexities behind success. Steve Jobs’ life serves as an example of what vision, 

hard work, and determination can achieve, leaving a lasting impact on technology, culture, and 

society. 
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