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Book Report on 1984
Introduction

1984, written by George Orwell and published in 1949, is a dystopian novel that
examines the dangers of totalitarianism, political manipulation, and the suppression
of individual freedom. Set in the fictional state of Oceania, the novel portrays a
society where the government exercises complete control over its citizens through
surveillance, propaganda, and censorship. Through the experiences of the
protagonist, Winston Smith, Orwell presents a powerful critique of authoritarian
regimes and the consequences of unchecked political power. ™

Summary

The novel follows Winston Smith, a low-ranking member of the ruling Party in
Oceania. Winston works at the Ministry of Truth, where hissjeb Is to alter historical
records so they align with the Party's current narrative. Altheugh he outwardly
conforms to society's rules, he secretly questiens thesgovernment's authority and
becomes increasingly dissatisfied with the oppressive system.

Winston begins a forbidden relationship with Juliayasfellow Party member who
shares his desire for personal freedom. Together, they attempt to resist the Party's
control. However, their rebellion is short-lived: They are eventually discovered by the
Thought Police and arrested. Winston is'subjected to intense psychological torture in
the Ministry of Love, where he is forcedtosbetray Julia and abandon his independent
beliefs. By the novel's conclusion, Winston haseen completely broken and accepts
the authority of Big Brother.

Analysis of Major Themes

One of the central themes of 4984 isthe abuse of political power. Orwell
demonstrates how authgoritarian,governments maintain control through fear,
surveillance, and the manipulation‘of information. The Party's ability to rewrite history
highlights the relationship,between knowledge and power.

Another significant theme is the loss of individual identity. Citizens of Oceania are
denied privacy, persenal expression, and independent thought. Winston's struggle
represents the human,desirgfor freedom and self-determination in the face of
oppressive systems. /

The novel also explores the role of language in shaping reality. Through the
development of Newspeak, the Party limits citizens' ability to think critically by
reducing the range of available vocabulary. Orwell suggests that controlling language
can become a tool for controlling thought itself.

Evaluation

One of the strengths of 1984 is its enduring relevance. Although written decades
ago, many of its themes continue to resonate in discussions about government
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surveillance, misinformation, censorship, and political influence. Orwell's detailed
world-building creates a believable and unsettling vision of a society where freedom
has been sacrificed for control.

The novel's characters are effective in illustrating broader political and social
concepts. Winston serves as a relatable figure whose gradual defeat emphasizes the
overwhelming power of the Party. The bleak ending reinforces Orwell's warning
about the consequences of allowing authoritarianism to flourish unchecked.

Conclusion

1984 remains one of the most influential political novels of
Through its exploration of power, surveillance, and the
book challenges readers to consider the importance of i
thinking. Orwell's message continues to be relevant ingmod
a significant and thought-provoking work of literature
discussion.
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