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SAMPLE CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY

HOMELESSNESS

The homeless epidemic is a serious problem in nearly every majo
According to the US Department of Housing and Urban Develop
500,000 people experiencing homelessness on any given ni
tackle precisely because it is so multi-faceted, both in terms of its

ity across the country.
there are over

icult challenge to

its far-reaching
e on the street,
but also the business owners or residents in the neighbo rime and drug abuse
are common. While many factors have contributed to t ise i ess rates, one of the

people who would otherwise sleep o far more safely with a consistent
roof over their heads.

Social support services, whether the icly or privately, would be able to tackle
many of the immediate and long-ter n that face people experiencing homeless-
ness. In addition to providing adeg reliable shelter, services like drug counselling,
treatment for physical or emotional:a reer counselling can address some of the

found, though, is that th C > about because of a series of events. A person
may unexpected may lead to family problems at home, which may
lead to drug abus nism, which may lead to further financial stress, and
so on. Appro ices at any point in this process may be able to prevent
homelessness fr

The effects o essare equally complex and can be mirror images of the root
causes. Because on is experiencing homelessness, this may put profound strain on

n and hardship of living on the streets. This leads to a downward spiral
deeper and deeper into the depths of crippling poverty and isolation.

well beyond the individual, too. As homelessness becomes an increasingly
visible issue in a neighborhood, home values can plummet. Middle and working class families
out, providing a bigger opening for various forms of crime. Businesses may close
mes too prone to theft and property crime.

ery neighborhood faces unique challenges when it comes to homelessness.
While the®specific root causes can vary between individuals, the lack of adequate social
services is a leading contributor. The right social services can address, reduce or even
remove some of these other underlying causes. With powerful effects for both the individual
and society at large, homelessness is a pressing issue and one that must be approached
with tact and compassion.
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