
Climate Change Cause and Effect Essay 

 

Climate change refers to the long-term alteration of temperature and typical weather patterns in a place. 

This phenomenon has been attributed to human activities that cause an increase in greenhouse gases in 

the atmosphere, which leads to global warming. The effects of climate change are widespread and 

devastating, ranging from rising sea levels to more frequent and severe weather events. This essay 

discusses the causes and effects of climate change and highlights the urgent need for global action to 

mitigate its impact. 

 

One of the primary causes of climate change is the burning of fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, and gas. 

These fuels release carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, trapping heat and 

causing the Earth's temperature to rise. The increase in global temperature is also caused by 

deforestation, which results in the reduction of carbon sinks and the release of carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere. Industrial processes and transportation also contribute significantly to the release of 

greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. 

 

The effects of climate change are numerous and severe. One of the most noticeable impacts is the rise in 

sea levels, which is caused by the melting of glaciers and ice sheets due to the warming of the Earth. As 

sea levels rise, coastal cities and communities are at risk of flooding and erosion. Climate change also 

leads to more frequent and severe weather events, such as hurricanes, tornadoes, and droughts. These 

extreme weather events can cause damage to infrastructure, loss of lives, and displacement of people. 

 

Climate change also has an impact on ecosystems and biodiversity. The warmer temperatures and 

changes in weather patterns can disrupt plant and animal life cycles, leading to habitat loss and the 

extinction of species. The acidification of the oceans due to the absorption of carbon dioxide can also 

harm marine life, particularly coral reefs, which support a vast array of oceanic biodiversity. 

 

The need for urgent action to mitigate the impact of climate change cannot be overstated. Governments, 

individuals, and businesses must take action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, transition to 

renewable energy sources, and protect vulnerable ecosystems and communities. It is essential to 

promote sustainable development, reduce waste, and increase energy efficiency. The Paris Agreement, 

signed by 197 countries in 2015, is a significant step in the right direction, but more action is needed to 

achieve its goals. 

 

In conclusion, climate change is caused by human activities that release greenhouse gases into the 

atmosphere, which leads to global warming. The effects of climate change are severe and far-reaching, 

ranging from rising sea levels to the loss of biodiversity. Urgent action is needed to reduce greenhouse 



gas emissions, transition to renewable energy, and protect vulnerable ecosystems and communities. The 

time to act is now, and we must all do our part to combat the effects of climate change and secure a 

sustainable future for our planet. 


