Home > Blog > Compare and Contrast Essay > Compare and Contrast Essay Outline

Compare and Contrast Essay Outline: Mahatma Gandhi vs. Nelson Mandela

Introduction

e Hook Sentence: "The lives of two great leaders, Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela,

have left an indelible mark on the history of their respective countries and the world."

o Context / Significance: Provide background information about the struggle for freedom

and civil rights in India and South Africa during their respective times.

e Thesis Statement: "Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela, both leaders of peaceful
resistance movements, shared similar principles of nonviolence and equality, yet their

approaches, challenges, and legacies differed significantly.”

Body Paragraph 1: Principles of Nonviolence

e Topic Sentence: "One of the commonalities between Gandhi and Mandela was their

unwavering commitment to nonviolence."

o Comparison: Discuss how both leaders believed in nonviolent resistance as a means to

achieve social and political change.

e Supporting Evidence / Discussion: Provide examples of Gandhi's peaceful protests,
such as the Salt March, and Mandela's emphasis on reconciliation during the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission.

« Transition: Transition to the next paragraph.

Body Paragraph 2: Approaches to Resistance
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e Topic Sentence: "Despite their shared commitment to nonviolence, Gandhi and Mandela

had different approaches to resistance."

e Contrast: Highlight how Mahatma Gandhi primarily used civil disobedience and hunger

strikes as tools of protest.

e Contrast: Explain how Nelson Mandela, while initially advocating nonviolence,

eventually endorsed limited armed struggle against apartheid.

e Supporting Evidence / Discussion: Provide examples of specific events, such as

Gandhi's civil disobedience campaigns and Mandela's involvement in the armed struggle.

e Transition: Transition to the next paragraph:.

Body Paragraph 3: Challenges Faced

e Topic Sentence: "Both leaders encountered formidable challenges on their paths to

freedom."

o Comparison: Discuss the imprisonment of both Gandhi and Mandela as a result of their

activism.

o Contrast: Highlight the differing circumstances of their imprisonment and the durations

they spent incarcerated.

e Supporting Evidence / Discussion: Provide details about Gandhi's imprisonment during
the Indian independence movement and Mandela's 27-year imprisonment during the

struggle against.apartheid.

e Transition: Transition to the conclusion.

Conclusion



Summary of Main Points: Summarize the key similarities and differences between
Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela regarding their principles of nonviolence,

approaches to resistance, and challenges faced.

Restate Thesis: "In conclusion, Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela, while united in
their commitment to nonviolence, employed different strategies in their quest for freedom

and equality, reflecting the unique contexts of India and South Africa.”

Final Insight or Observation: Encourage readers to reflect on the enduring legacies of

both leaders and the broader lessons of peaceful resistance in the fight against oppression.



