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Critical Analysis of Maya Angelou's "Equality" 

Maya Angelou's poem "Equality" delves into the profound theme of justice and 

dignity, resonating with powerful imagery and a call for universal equality. Through her 

evocative language and poignant symbolism, Angelou challenges societal norms and 

advocates for the inherent rights of all individuals, regardless of race, gender, or 

socioeconomic status.  

In "Equality," Angelou employs vivid imagery to depict the struggle against 

oppression and discrimination. Lines such as "When I try to show them, / They say they still 

can't see," illustrate the frustration of marginalized voices striving to be heard in a society 

resistant to change. This imagery not only captures the emotional weight of inequality but 

also invites readers to empathize with those facing systemic barriers.  

The poem's structure reinforces its message of resilience and determination. Angelou's 

use of repetition in phrases like "I rise" emphasizes perseverance in the face of adversity, 

echoing themes from her famous poem "Still I Rise." This rhythmic repetition serves to 

empower the reader, encouraging a sense of solidarity with the quest for equality.  

Symbolism plays a crucial role in conveying Angelou's message. The metaphor of a 

caged bird, a motif she revisits in her works, symbolizes the confinement imposed by societal 

expectations and discriminatory practices. The bird's yearning to "leap across the 

mountaintops" symbolizes the innate desire for freedom and equality, highlighting the 

universal quest for justice that transcends individual experiences.  
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Moreover, Angelou's choice of words evokes a sense of urgency and importance. 

Phrases such as "I rise" and "Still I'll rise" embody defiance and resilience, urging readers to 

challenge injustice and advocate for change. Through her poetic craftsmanship, Angelou 

transforms personal experiences into a powerful call to action, inspiring readers to confront 

inequality and strive for a more just society.  

In conclusion, Maya Angelou's poem "Equality" is a testament to the enduring 

struggle for justice and dignity. Through vivid imagery, rhythmic repetition, and poignant 

symbolism, Angelou invites readers to reflect on the barriers to equality and the resilience 

required to overcome them. Her poetic legacy continues to resonate today, reminding us of 

the ongoing quest for universal equality and the transformative power of words in advocating 

for social change. 


