
Character Analysis of Hedda Gabler 

Hedda Gabler is the main character in Henrik Ibsen's play "Hedda Gabler," published in 

1890. She is a complex and enigmatic character, whose motivations and actions are often 

shrouded in mystery. Hedda is a woman of contradictions, who embodies both traditional 

femininity and a desire for independence and power. 

Physically, Hedda is described as beautiful and refined, with an aristocratic bearing. She 

is well-educated and cultured, having traveled extensively throughout Europe. Despite her 

privileged upbringing and social status, Hedda feels trapped in her marriage to Jorgen Tesman, a 

dull and conventional academic. She longs for excitement and adventure, but feels powerless to 

pursue it. 

Hedda is a woman of strong will and sharp intellect, but she is also deeply unhappy and 

unfulfilled. She is envious of the freedoms enjoyed by men, and is frustrated by her own 

limitations as a woman. This frustration is compounded by her sense of isolation and alienation 

from those around her. Hedda is often cold and distant, and finds it difficult to connect with 

others on an emotional level. 

One of Hedda's most defining traits is her manipulative nature. She enjoys exerting 

power over others, and takes pleasure in causing chaos and destruction. She is a master of subtle 

manipulation, using her beauty and charm to disarm those around her. However, her 

manipulative tendencies ultimately lead to her downfall, as she becomes entangled in a web of 

lies and deceit. 

In the end, Hedda's desire for power and control proves to be her undoing. She is unable 

to escape the constraints of her society, and is ultimately driven to suicide. However, even in 



death, Hedda remains a enigmatic and complex figure, whose true motivations and desires 

remain a mystery. 

 


