
Character Analysis of Macbeth 

Macbeth is the titular character of William Shakespeare's play "Macbeth," believed to have been 

written in 1606. He is a complex and multifaceted character, whose journey from ambitious 

warrior to tyrannical king is one of the most iconic arcs in English literature. 

 

At the beginning of the play, Macbeth is a respected and successful warrior, admired by his peers 

and beloved by his king. However, he is also deeply ambitious, and his desire for power and 

status ultimately leads him down a dark path. When he is told by the witches that he is destined 

to become king, Macbeth becomes obsessed with fulfilling this prophecy, even if it means 

committing murder and betraying his closest allies. 

 

As the play progresses, Macbeth's descent into madness becomes increasingly pronounced. He 

becomes increasingly paranoid and delusional, haunted by guilt and tormented by visions of his 

victims. His behavior becomes increasingly erratic and violent, culminating in a bloody 

showdown with his enemies. 

 

One of the most notable aspects of Macbeth's character is his complexity. While he is 

undoubtedly a villain, he is also a deeply human character, with a rich inner life and complex 

motivations. His ambition is not entirely baseless; he is a talented and accomplished warrior, and 

feels that he deserves the rewards that come with his success. However, his actions ultimately 

lead to his downfall, and his tragic end serves as a warning about the dangers of unchecked 

ambition. 

 



Macbeth's relationship with his wife, Lady Macbeth, is also a central aspect of his character. 

While he is initially hesitant to pursue the crown, Lady Macbeth's encouragement and 

manipulation push him towards his darker impulses. However, as the consequences of their 

actions become increasingly dire, Macbeth begins to lose faith in their plan, while Lady Macbeth 

becomes increasingly consumed by guilt and madness. Their relationship serves as a cautionary 

tale about the corrupting influence of power, and the ways in which ambition can lead to 

destruction. 

 

Overall, Macbeth is a complex and multifaceted character, whose journey from ambitious 

warrior to tyrannical king serves as a powerful metaphor for the dangers of unchecked ambition. 

His tragic end serves as a warning about the consequences of moral compromise, and his story 

remains a powerful cautionary tale to this day. 

 


