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Lady Macbeth, one of Shakespeare's most complex and compelling characters, plays a pivotal 

role in the tragedy of "Macbeth." Her character undergoes a significant transformation 

throughout the play, displaying ambition, manipulation, guilt, and eventual descent into 

madness. 

Initial Impression: 

• Ambition and Influence: From the outset, Lady Macbeth is portrayed as ambitious, 

determined, and influential, urging Macbeth to pursue the throne by any means 

necessary. 

Ambition and Manipulation: 

• Driving Force: Her ambition for power drives her actions, pushing Macbeth towards 

regicide. 

• Manipulative Nature: Lady Macbeth actively manipulates Macbeth, questioning his 

masculinity and challenging his resolve when he hesitates to commit the murder. 

Guilt and Conscience: 

• After the Murder: Despite her initial resolve, Lady Macbeth is haunted by guilt after 

Duncan's murder. She struggles with the weight of their actions, confessing to the 

audience her inability to wash away the imaginary bloodstains. 

• Deteriorating Mental State: Her guilt contributes to her mental deterioration, leading to 

sleepwalking episodes where she compulsively tries to cleanse herself of guilt. 

Psychological Complexity: 

• Feminine Stereotypes: She defies traditional stereotypes of femininity, displaying traits 

traditionally associated with masculinity, such as ambition and ruthlessness. 

• Internal Conflict: Lady Macbeth battles between her desire for power and her 

conscience, ultimately succumbing to the latter. 

Relationship with Macbeth: 

• Support and Influence: She initially provides strong support and is instrumental in 

Macbeth's rise to power. However, their relationship becomes strained as guilt 

consumes both of them. 

• Isolation: Their relationship deteriorates as they become isolated from each other due 

to guilt and the consequences of their actions. 

Symbolism: 
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• Gender Roles: Lady Macbeth's character challenges societal expectations of women 

during Shakespeare's time, reflecting a reversal of traditional gender roles. 

Tragic End: 

• Death and Tragedy: Lady Macbeth's tragic end comes as a result of her guilt and 

internal turmoil. Her death reflects the consequences of unchecked ambition and the 

impact of guilt on the human psyche. 

Conclusion: 

Lady Macbeth's character serves as a mirror to Macbeth's ambition and downfall. Her 

complexity, internal struggle, and eventual descent into madness add depth to the play's 

exploration of ambition, guilt, and the corrupting influence of power. 


