
 

 

Home > Blog > General > Character Analysis 

“The Crucible" by Arthur Miller presents a cast of characters in the context of the Salem witch 

trials, each symbolizing different aspects of society and human behavior. 

John Proctor: 

• Background: A farmer and protagonist, he represents the struggle for personal integrity 

amidst societal pressure. 

• Personality Traits: Strong-willed, honorable, but flawed due to past infidelity. 

• Motivations: Seeks redemption and fights against the hysteria to preserve his name and 

principles. 

• Role: Serves as a moral compass, challenging the corrupt authority and hypocrisy 

surrounding the trials. 

Abigail Williams: 

• Background: Once employed by the Proctors, she becomes a central figure in the hysteria. 

• Personality Traits: Manipulative, vengeful, and skilled at playing the victim to achieve her 

goals. 

• Motivations: Driven by her obsession with John Proctor and a desire to evade punishment 

for her own actions. 

• Role: Represents the chaos caused by deceit and the destructive power of unchecked 

desires. 

Reverend Parris: 

• Background: Salem's minister, concerned with maintaining his reputation and authority. 

• Personality Traits: Self-centered, paranoid, and concerned with appearances. 

• Motivations: Protects his position and authority, fearing any threats to his power. 

• Role: Embodies the dangers of religious extremism and the manipulation of fear for 

personal gain. 

Elizabeth Proctor: 

• Background: John Proctor's wife, accused of witchcraft by Abigail. 

• Personality Traits: Stoic, morally upright, but initially struggles with forgiving John's past 

infidelity. 

• Motivations: Aims to maintain her integrity and support her husband despite past 

grievances. 

https://myperfectwords.com/
https://myperfectwords.com/blog
https://myperfectwords.com/blog/general
https://myperfectwords.com/blog/general/character-analysis


 

 

• Role: Symbolizes resilience against falsehoods and the sacrifices made for the truth. 

Reverend Hale: 

• Background: Initially supports the trials but later realizes their fallacy. 

• Personality Traits: Well-intentioned, scholarly, but eventually plagued by guilt. 

• Motivations: Initially seeks to uphold the authority of the court but later seeks truth and 

redemption. 

• Role: Reflects the moral journey from blind adherence to authority to the 

acknowledgment of personal responsibility and truth. 

Judge Danforth: 

• Background: The presiding judge overseeing the trials, rigid in his pursuit of justice. 

• Personality Traits: Authoritative, self-righteous, and unwavering in his belief in the court's 

decisions. 

• Motivations: Maintaining order and authority, unwilling to acknowledge the fallibility of 

the court. 

• Role: Represents the dangers of unchecked power and the consequences of refusing to 

question authority. 

Each character in "The Crucible" contributes to the play's exploration of themes such as hysteria, 

integrity, power, and the consequences of moral compromise. Their interactions and motivations 

drive the narrative while offering insight into human nature and societal dynamics. 

 


