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Evaluation Essay Example: Is The Pursuit of Happyness an Effective
Inspirational Film?

Introduction

Many movies claim to inspire audiences, but only a few succeed in leaving a lasting
impact. The Pursuit of Happyness (2006), starring Will Smith, tells the true story of
Chris Gardner, a struggling salesman who overcomes homelessness to build a
successful career. To evaluate the film fairly, it should be judged by its emotional
impact, acting, storytelling, and overall message. While the movie has a slow pace in
places, it is a highly effective inspirational film because of its authentic performances,
compelling narrative, and meaningful themes. '

Emotional Impact

An inspirational movie should create a strong emotiofal.cennection with its
audience, and this film does exactly that. Chris Gardner's financial struggles, his
determination to care for his son, and his refusal to.give'up make viewers empathize
with his journey. Rather than relying on exaggerated drama, the movie presents
realistic challenges that feel genuine and relatable.

Acting Performance

Will Smith delivers one of the strongest performances of his career. His portrayal of
Chris Gardner captures frustration, hope, fear, and determination without seeming
exaggerated. The chemistry between,Smith.and his real-life son, Jaden Smith, adds
authenticity to the father-son relationship and strengthens the emotional core of the
film.

Storytelling and Direction

The film follows a straightforward'€hronological structure that allows viewers to
experience each obstacleralongside the main character. Although some scenes
progress slowly, this pacing reflects the long and difficult journey toward success
rather than rushing throughsimportant moments. The direction emphasizes realism
over spectacle, making the story more believable.

Overall Message

Perhaps the film's greatesfiStrength is its message about perseverance. Instead of
suggesting that success comes easily, it shows that determination, hard work, and
resilience are necessary to overcome adversity. This realistic perspective makes the
film motivating without becoming unrealistic or overly sentimental.

Conclusion

Overall, The Pursuit of Happyness succeeds as an inspirational film because it
combines outstanding acting, authentic storytelling, and a powerful message about
perseverance. Although its deliberate pacing may not appeal to every viewer, its
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emotional depth and realistic portrayal of hardship make it an excellent example of
effective motivational storytelling.
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