
500 Word Essay On WW2 
World War II, also known as the Second World War, was a global conflict that lasted from 1939 to 1945. 

It involved the majority of the world's countries, including all of the great powers, and led to 

unprecedented death and destruction. The war saw major developments in technology, tactics and 

strategy on both sides. Its primary participants were Germany, Japan and Italy on one side (the Axis 

Powers) and Britain, France and the United States on the other (the Allied Powers). 

The causes of World War II are complex and debated among historians to this day. Some argue that it 

was caused by underlying economic issues such as international debt or fear of communism spreading. 

Others suggest it may have been due primarily to aggressive militarism from certain countries. 

Whatever the exact cause, Germany, Japan and Italy took advantage of the situation to gain power. 

The start of World War II was marked by Nazi Germany's invasion of Poland in September 1939. This 

provoked a British-French declaration of war on Germany, which led to other countries joining either 

side in what became known as the Allies or Axis Powers. The war then spread across Europe, North 

Africa and Asia with major battles such as Stalingrad and El Alamein between 1942-1943. Meanwhile, 

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in December 1941 which brought the United States into the conflict on the 

side of the Allies. 

Throughout 1943-45, victories for both sides eventually shifted towards an Allied victory due to the 

Allies' greater military power, the development of nuclear weapons and most importantly, their superior 

strategic planning. The Axis Powers were soon in retreat, culminating in Germany's surrender on May 

8th 1945, followed shortly thereafter by Japan's on August 15th. 

The war resulted in millions of deaths and massive destruction of infrastructure across Europe, Asia, and 

Africa. In addition to this human cost, there was also a great economic cost which would take years to 

recover from. As a result of the victory for the Allied powers, many countries implemented democratic 

systems of government while others saw communist regimes come into power. This period is often 

referred to as the Cold War era due to its Cold War tensions between East and West blocs. 

World War II was a defining moment in history and its effects are still felt to this day. It is often 

considered one of the most destructive conflicts ever fought. Its legacy has had a profound effect on the 

world, and it is important to remember its lessons for future generations. The war showed that national 

interests can quickly become international issues and highlighted how fragile peace between nations 

can be. It also demonstrated the importance of diplomacy, cooperation and compromise in order to 

build strong relationships among countries. These are all lessons that should still be taken into 

consideration today. In conclusion, World War II was a major event in human history and one that 

should never be forgotten. Its effects are still felt around the world, and its legacy will continue to shape 

our lives for years to come.  

 


