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A standard argumentative essay format follows a clear structure that presents a claim,
supports it with evidence, addresses opposing views, and persuades the reader.

1. Introduction
e Hook (interesting fact, question, statistic, or quote)
o Background information on the topic
e Thesis statement (your main argument)

Example:

Social media has transformed how people communicate and acce tion. While some
argue it negatively affects mental health, its educational and n ing benefits outweigh
the drawbacks. Therefore, social media should be viewed as a val tool when used
responsibly. %
”»__

2. Body Paragraph 1 — First Supporting Arg n :

e Topic sentence

o Evidence, facts, statistics, or examples %
e Analysis and explanation
e Link back to thesis %

Structure:

Topic Sentence — Evidence H:n Connection to Thesis
3. Body Paragraph 2 — &ting Argument

e Topic sentence

e Supporting evidence

/

4. Body Paragraph 3 — Third Supporting Argument

e Analysis

« Connectionto

e Topic sentence
e Supporting evidence

e Analysis
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e Connection to thesis

5. Counterargument and Rebuttal
e Present the opposing viewpoint fairly
o Explain why it is incomplete, weak, or less convincing

e Reinforce your position with evidence

Example:

Critics argue that social media increases anxiety among teena essive use can
contribute to mental health concerns, studies show that respo elps users build
communities, access educational resources, and maintain s

6. Conclusion
« Restate the thesis in different words

e Summarize main arguments

« End with a strong closing statement ion
Example:
In conclusion, social media offers signi cational, professional, and social benefits.
Although challenges exist, respon S minimize risks while maximizing its
positive impact. Society should 0 oting healthy online habits rather than

dismissing social media entirely.
Quick Outline Template Q
1. Introduction Q
o Hook

2. Body Paragraph 1

o Argument #1
o Evidence
o Analysis

3. Body Paragraph 2

o Argument #2



o Evidence
o Analysis
4. Body Paragraph 3
o Argument #3
o Evidence
o Analysis
5. Counterargument & Rebuttal
o Opposing view
o Refutation
6. Conclusion
o Restated thesis
o Summary of key points

o Closing thought
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This format works well for high school, coIIeEe,%iemic argumentative essays.
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