
College Essay Introduction Examples 

Example 1: The Unexpected Challenge 

As I stood in front of the classroom, the papers in my hands trembling, I realized this was my biggest challenge 
yet—not the chemistry exam I had aced, nor the soccer game I had won, but simply sharing my story. Public 
speaking had always been my greatest fear, but here I was, volunteering to lead a presentation on mental 
health, a topic deeply personal to me. Little did I know, facing my fears that day would unlock a newfound 
confidence and spark a passion for advocacy that continues to shape my goals. 

Example 2: The Power of Curiosity 

When I was nine years old, I tried to build my own computer. With a screwdriver and my mother’s old desktop 
as my first project, I eagerly took it apart—only to find myself staring at a confusing maze of wires and circuits. 
While I didn’t succeed, that moment ignited a lifelong curiosity about how things work. My passion for 
engineering and problem-solving has grown ever since, and I now seek to turn my childhood curiosity into a 
career that designs solutions to real-world problems. 

Example 3: Embracing My Dual Identity 

As the only child of Indian immigrants in a small town, I often felt caught between two worlds. At home, I 
immersed myself in my family’s language, food, and traditions; at school, I navigated a different cultural 
landscape. Struggling to reconcile these parts of myself, I gradually learned to embrace my dual identity and 
found strength in my multicultural background. Today, this blend of experiences has become my greatest 
asset, shaping my values and inspiring me to bridge divides between people and perspectives. 


