
 

 

Literary Analysis Essay Outline 

 

I. Introduction 

 

Hook: Engaging opening sentence to grab the reader's attention. 

Background Information: Brief overview of the literary work and its author. 

Thesis Statement: Clear statement of the main argument or interpretation of the literary work. 

II. Body Paragraphs 

 

Paragraph 1: Analysis of Setting 

 

Description of the setting and its significance to the overall theme or mood of the work. 

Analysis of how the setting contributes to character development or conflict. 

Paragraph 2: Examination of Characters 

 

Introduction of main characters and their roles in the story. 

Analysis of character traits, motivations, and relationships. 

Discussion of character development throughout the narrative. 



 

 

Paragraph 3: Exploration of Themes 

 

Identification of major themes or motifs in the literary work. 

Analysis of how these themes are developed and expressed through plot, character, and 

symbolism. 

Examination of the author's message or commentary on broader issues. 

Paragraph 4: Discussion of Literary Devices 

 

Identification and analysis of literary devices such as imagery, symbolism, metaphor, and irony. 

Explanation of how these devices enhance the overall meaning and impact of the work. 

Examples from the text to support your analysis. 

III. Conclusion 

Restatement of Thesis: Recap of the main argument or interpretation presented in the essay. 

Summary of Key Points: Brief review of the main ideas discussed in the body paragraphs. 

Significance of Analysis: Discussion of the broader implications or importance of your analysis. 

Final Thought: Thought-provoking closing statement that leaves a lasting impression on the 

reader. 
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