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Why this school secondary essay — full response with paragraph-level annotations.

Essay

Dr. Chidinma Okeke's work on community-based hypertension screening in East Baltimore
directly intersects with my two years of research on blood pressure management in
underserved immigrant communities in Phoenix. The community health infrastructure
Hopkins has built in East Baltimore represents the closest institutional model | have found
for the kind of research-to-practice pipeline | want to work in as a physician.

The Branches of Hopkins longitudinal primary care program also speaks directly to what |
learned in Phoenix: that continuity of care is not a preference but a clinical variable. Patients
in the communities | worked with had better blood pressure control when they saw the same
provider across multiple visits, even controlling for medication adherence. Hopkins has
already built the curriculum around that insight. | want to train in a system that has already
decided this work belongs in academic medicine.



I am not drawn to Hopkins because of its ranking. | am drawn to it because of what it has
built in East Baltimore and because the clinical and research environments there are the
ones most likely to produce the kind of physician | am trying to become.

Annotation

The swap test
Every sentence in this response would be false if you replaced Hopkins with any other school. That is
the test a strong why-this-school essay must pass. The faculty member, the program, the East
Baltimore infrastructure, and the specific research finding are all specific to Hopkins.

Faculty name and research
Naming Dr. Okeke and her specific research area demonstrates genuine preparation. It also creates
a natural connection to the applicant's own background, which makes the fit argument concrete rather
than asserted.

Continuity of care as clinical variable
Framing continuity of care as a clinical variable rather than a preference is precise and shows that the
applicant has thought carefully about their own research findings. This is the kind of analytical framing
Hopkins faculty recognize.

The final paragraph
Explicitly rejecting the prestige framing in the final paragraph signals maturity and specificity. The
reader understands that the applicant has thought about fit, not rank.

AAMC competencies demonstrated
Critical thinking, service orientation, ethical responsibility, written communication, commitment to
learning.



