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Psychology Essay Introduction Example 

Social influence research consistently demonstrates that ordinary people will comply 

with authority figures even when doing so conflicts with their personal moral values. 

Milgram's (1963) obedience studies found that 65% of participants administered what they 

believed were dangerous electric shocks when instructed by an experimenter — a finding that 

challenged the widespread assumption that harmful obedience was a product of individual 

pathology rather than situational pressure. This essay argues that conformity and obedience 

are best understood not as character flaws but as predictable responses to social structure and 

that Milgram's findings remain the most compelling evidence for this position despite well-

documented methodological criticisms. 
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