
Rhetorical Analysis Essay Example AP Lang 2022 
 

On April 9, 1964, the First Lady of the United States, Claudia Jhonson delivered a remarkable speech at 

Eleanor Roosevelt Memorial Foundation's anniversary luncheon. In her address she praised and extolled 

the great accomplishments and values of Eleanor Roosevelt that had an influential effect on millions 

around the world. Using rhetorical strategies such as alliteration, hypophora, and amplification in her 

discourse created a meaningful impression that resonates with those who heard it to this day. 

To begin, Claudia uses the rhetorical technique of alliteration throughout her speech; for instance when 

she says "Her conscience was her councillor," while conveying how Eleanor Roosevelt isn't scared to 

stand up for what she believes in and always attempts to aid others despite any difficulties. By 

employing this device of alliteration, it leaves an impact on the audience by causing that phrase to 

remain in their minds which makes her words more meaningful. Additionally, this creates a vivid image 

of how firm Eleanor's will is-- making Claudias' message even more memorable. 

Moreover, Claudia deploys the rhetorical strategy of hypophora in her speech. For instance, she 

addresses a thought-provoking question: "Where else do you start, but with one person?" Through her 

use of this technique, Claudia encourages her audience to reflect on their own opinions and engage 

more deeply with what she is saying. Hypophora thus brings an extra layer of contemplation to the 

discourse while also inspiring listeners to think twice about their beliefs. By doing this, not only does she 

instill a sense of hope and remembrance in the audience, but it also makes them feel inspired to make 

their own contribution towards making the world a better place. 

Ultimately, Claudia employed the rhetorical strategy of amplification to emphasize her point. Her bold 

claims like “She saw dictators hurling the world into war, and so she worked unflinchingly for peace” and 

"The most urgent, the most disgraceful, the most shameful and the most tragic problem is silence," 

caused her audience to feel a heightened sense of urgency surrounding what she was saying - thus 

heightening its importance in their eyes.By expressing the issues with passion and vigor, Eleanor 

Roosevelt leads her audience to be inspired for change. Claudia's speech has stood the test of time due 

to her adept use of rhetorical strategies such as alliteration, hypophora, and amplification. Through this 

example, we can see how harnessing compelling rhetoric in our speeches or writing allows us to make a 

lasting impression on an audience. 


