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In Liz Addison's article, she emphasizes the importance of celebrating community college students and 

their accomplishments. She argues that college should provide an opportunity for self-discovery while 4 

year universities accept only those who have already proven themselves by completing a tough entry 

test. Thus, recognizing individuals who attend community colleges is a crucial part of supporting the 

future generation and helping them succeed in life despite any challenges they may face. 

In stark contrast to other educational institutions, community colleges are open to all. Moreover, the 

lack of tests makes them particularly attractive and beneficial for those who wouldn't otherwise have a 

shot at higher education. Addison values these American institutes highly as they offer an incredible 

chance to individuals from all walks of life; she believes that community colleges provide tremendous 

opportunity and should be celebrated accordingly. 

Addison begins her article with a rebuttal to Rick Perlstein's viewpoint. She feels that he is unable to 

fully comprehend the life in a community college without having any first-hand experience of it. 

Consequently, she utilizes his opinion as the basis for forming an opposing argument. 

Addison's main aim is to get her point across that community colleges are an essential part of American 

institutes, and often neglected. Whilst referencing Perlstein throughout the argument, she wants people 

to understand how important it is for those wanting university level education but may not have access 

or resources needed to attend a four-year institution - they can still be well trained in Community 

Colleges. Ultimately Addison believes these institutions offer great opportunities regardless of 

background or financial standing.  

Yet, community colleges offer students the opportunity to develop and expand. Throughout her article, 

Addison tries to provide readers with practical reasons for supporting her view of community colleges. I 

agree with what she has to say; however, I was not fond of her tone in this piece. While it is true that 

these institutions are a valuable resource for society as a whole, her mocking attitude comes off as 

offensive. 

Even though she accurately identified Perlstein, the way in which she did it was entirely disrespectful. 

Her argument could have been made much more effectively had she shown respect to her debate 

partner. This is an example of a flawed ethos; by utilizing this type of tone, many readers may perceive 

her as irrational and unreasonable. 


