
ap lang synthesis essay example 
Synthesis essays allow you to use a variety of information sources and present your own unique 

analysis. To illustrate, consider the following example.  

 

The topic of this synthesis essay is the environment and how it has been affected by humans. The 

argument is that humans have caused significant damage to Earth’s environment, resulting in negative 

effects on many species, ecosystems, and the climate. 

 

The essay begins by establishing the context of the issue: “Humans have been altering the environment 

since pre-historic times, but their impact has become much more significant over the last few 

centuries.” Here, the author acknowledges that humans have affected the environment for a long time, 

but emphasizes the idea that the impact has become more extreme recently.  

 

The essay then moves on to discuss specific examples of how humans have impacted the environment. 

To support this claim, it cites evidence from multiple sources including scientific research studies, 

government reports, and news articles. Each source is cited with a reference in MLA format at the end 

of the paragraph.  

 

The essay then presents an analysis of the impacts humans have had on the environment, noting that 

“Man-made climate change has devastated species’ habitats and caused extinctions, air and water 

pollution are poisoning ecosystems, and unsustainable resource extraction is depleting natural 

resources like forests.” This section provides a clear overview of the major human-caused 

environmental problems.  

 

Finally, the essay offers potential solutions for addressing these issues. It suggests using renewable 

energy sources like wind and solar power, implementing regulations on emissions and resource 

extraction, and increasing public awareness about the environment. It also brings up different incentives 

that could be put in place to encourage people to adopt sustainable practices.  

 

Overall, this synthesis essay is a well-organized and thoughtful discussion of how humans have affected 

the environment. It presents an overview of the issue, cites evidence to support its claims, and offers 

potential solutions for mitigating the effects of human activity on the environment.  This example essay 

can serve as a model for students who are learning how to write a synthesis essay. 


